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It truly is an honor to be the Board Chair of the 
Foundation for Pierce College.  This is a new 
beginning for us, and 2016 will be even more 
exciting.  
On December 11, 2015. we awarded 13 bright 
and promising students with $1,000 each.  
Our new Foundation Board of Directors 
is passionate and committed to 
making life better for our students.  
Our plans for 2016-2017 will be 
raising money, writing grants and 
building relationships with the 
community, individuals and businesses.  We also are 
connecting with our tens of thousands of alumni, many 
of whom are extremely successful in law, business, 
entertainment, technology and are veterinarians, 
doctors, actors, you name it – they are successful. 
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“We are excited to work with you in 
the new year to benefit our students 
and the college we love.”  

- Dr. Denise Robb

First Row (from left): Kathy Rogers, 
Barbara Lombrano, Denise Robb (Chair of 
the Board, Foundation for Pierce College), 
Jasmine Boyle, Mary Anselmo, Evelyn 
Morris (Reseda Woman’s Club), Andrea 
Amara, Noura Hervani, Linda Nguyen, 
Maria Benavides, Liliana Flores.

Back Row (from left): Kelly Sharko, 
Brenda Lopez, Richard Follett (Pierce 
Retired Professor), Jason Sturdivant, Paul 
Macander, David, Braun (Pierce Retired 
Professor).

We have recently renewed our Amgen Grant for 
$660,000 for students and teachers to learn 
DNA sequencing, and as of a few days ago, we 
were contacted by the Annenberg Foundation 
and told we will be receiving a $25,000 
addition to our Pierce Farm endowment. 
It’s also time for me to ask you for an 
end-of-the-year donation.  As a 501(c)(3) 

organization, everything you give is 
tax-deductible.  Consider creating a 
scholarship to honor someone who 
has passed away, add the Foundation 
for Pierce College to your estate 

planning package, become a monthly sustainer through 
Paypal or just make a donation.  Any and all amounts 
are welcome and appreciated.  The link to donate is 
here:  http://foundation.piercecollege.edu then click on 
DONATE.  

 Have a wonderful holiday!
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The Foundation for Pierce College is a 501 (c) (3) organization 
that brings together leaders from business, education, govern-

ment, foundations, alumni and friends to advance the interests 
and serve the needs of Pierce College. Contributions of time, 
money, partnerships and expertise to build a better Pierce College 
are welcome. Contact our staff members for more information:

Floriya Borzenkova, Senior Program Director

OUR TRUSTEES will be happy to bring you into the Pierce   
       College family: 
Gary Barr Terry Chung, Treasurer* 
Sheba Daniel Victor Fakrogha
Barbara Lombrano, Secretary* Walt Mosher
Kathy Oborn Steven Prakash

Denise Robb, Chair* Leonard Schusterman                     
  * Executive Committee

“At age 16, I became estranged from 
my family. I became a tumbleweed 
until my unexpected pregnancy 
stopped me and forced me to 
reevaluate my life. The birth of my 
daughter was the grounding element 
that brought me back to my feet, and 
helped me reinvent 
myself. ... Life’s hardships have
taught me that, for better or worse, 

I have the power to shape my own life which will also 
reflect in the life of those around me. ... And I have decided 
to be the best I can be using the resources I have to leave 
a positive imprint in this world. ... While I was pregnant 
I obtained my GED and, after the birth of my daughter, 
I enrolled in college. ... I have decided to seek a major 
in Mechanical Engineering with a minor or a masters in 
Electrical Engineering.”

“I started working when I was 15 years old. My parents 
were in the midst of losing their company and weren’t able 
to support my three siblings. ... My dad and I moved into 
a small apartment and suddenly I was an adult. ... My dad 
was diagnosed with a congenital heart defect. ... And there 
was an immediate heart surgery scheduled, and my dad 
wasn’t able to work anymore. Suddenly, I found myself 
letting go of my hope for attending a 
big university because I couldn’t leave. 
So I decided to attend Pierce College 
to complete my general education. My 
goal is to one day become a lawyer. I 
know that a student from a low-income 
family statistically isn’t as successful 
when it comes to obtaining higher 
education. My goal is to beat the 
statistics.” 

“In 2013, my hometown was labeled 
one of the saddest cities in America. It 
is a city destroyed by poverty, social 
and racial stereotypes, and a poorly 
funded educational system. I spent 
countless nights living in a basement 
with my mother, sister, and two younger 
brothers. Without a father present I 
realized that it was my responsibility 
to protect my family and I from 

the conditions we were facing. ... It was through these 
responsibilities and hardships that I realized how important 
courage and integrity are to one’s success. ... Thus upon my 
graduation, I enlisted into the US Army where I served for 
three years. Despite being the only member in my family to 
pursue an education, I wish to graduate Pierce College so 
that I may transfer to San Diego State University.”

“I am a first generation college student as both my parents 
had to quit school at a young age and take up work in 
order to put food on the table. ... While growing up, times 
were tough with my mom being diagnosed with breast 
cancer and my dad having to support our family of six. ... 
On many occasions, I felt that being the eldest I may be 
unable to complete my education and follow in my parents’ 
footsteps. However, I never lost hope 
and started tutoring school kids while 
studying in school myself to pay 
for my education. ... I am currently 
pursuing an AA in Computer Science 
with a major in Computer Networking 
systems. I aspire to complete my 
degree by Fall 2016 and then pursue a 
B.A. at CSUN.”

On May 6, 2016 we will 
have a “You Can Save 
the World” Town Hall. 
We will once again reach 
out to everybody who would 
like to participate as experts 
or moderators as students 
ponder ways they can combat climate change, grow the 
economy and deal with threats to our safety, as well as 
find haven for refugees.  These are only a few of the 
topics we will embark on at our May 6 event.  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact Denise Robb at 
robbdm@piercecollege.edu.

ON THE HORIZON

Students’ Stories to Inspire


